Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 NAIROB 04564 041552Z 
H ( 

42 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 AID-05 /069 W 

047249 

P R 041436Z JUN75 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3196 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBAFEY MOGADISCIO 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NAIROBI 4564 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, KE 

SUBJECT: KARIUKI MURDER REPORT RELEASED 

REF: NAIROBI 4336 

LONDON FOR HAVERKAMP 

SUMMARY: REPORT OF PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING 
KARIUKI MURDER, RELEASED JUNE 3, CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF A NUMBER 
OF POLICE OFFICIALS SUSPECTED OF BEING INVOLVED IN MURDER OR 
ITS COVER UP. VERSION OF REPORT RELEASED TO PRESS IS LESS 
DAMAGING TO KENYATTA GOVERNMENT THAN ORIGINAL REPORT. WHICH HAD 
LISTED MINISTER OF STATE KOINANGE AND WANYOIKE THUNGU OF 
PRESIDENTIAL ESCORT UNIT AMONG THOSE WHOSE ACTIVITIES REQUIRE 
FURTHER INVESTIGATION. THEIR NAMES WERE APPARENTLY DELETED AT 
PRESIDENT'S REQUEST BEFORE REPORT RELEASED TO LOCAL PRESS. 

DELETIONS REINFORCE EMBASSY'S VIEW THAT SELECT COMMITTEE NOT 
PREPARED TO CHALLENGE PRESIDENT'S AUTHORITY DIRECTLY BY DELVING 
DBF, PER INTO MOTIVES AND PERSONALITIES BEHIND MURDER. BUT AN- 
TICIPATED PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE OF REPORT COULD HOLD SOME SUR- 
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PRISES, PARTICULARLY IF DELETIONS BECOME AN ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE LONG-AWAITED REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEE 
INVESTIGATING THE MARCH 2 MURDER OF J.M. KARIUKI WAS ISSUED 
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LATE ON THE AFTERNOON OF JUNE 3 AND GIVEN EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS JUNE 4. AS EXPECTED, THE REPORT IS EXTREMELY 
CRITICAL OF CERTAIN POLICE OFFICIALS, WHO ARE ACCUSED OF OB- 
STRUCTING THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE, PARTICIPATING IN THE COVER 
UP AND, IN ONE CASE, OF BEING AN ACCESSORY TO THE MURDER. THE 
REPORT CALLS FOR THE IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION FROM DUTY OF BEN 
GETHI, COMMANDER OF THE PARAMILITARY GENERAL SERVICES UNIT, 

WHO IT SAYS MUST BE REGARDED QTE AS A PERSON WHO TOOK AN ACTIVE 
PART IN THE MURDER HIMSELF, OR AS AN ACCOMPLICE OF THE ACTUAL 
MURDERER, OR MURDERERS UNQTE. IT CITES THE QTE PERSISTENT 
REFUSAL UNQTE OF POLICE COMMISSIONER HINGA, CID DIRECTOR NDERI 
AND SEVERAL OTHER SENIOR POLICE OFFICIALS TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
COMMITTEE AND CONCLUDES THAT NO SATISFACTORY POLICE INVESTI- 
GATION OF THE MURDER WILL BE POSSIBLE UNTIL THEY ARE REMOVED 
FROM THE POLICE FORCE. 

2. REPORT ALSO CENSURES DAILY NATION EDITOR GEORGE GITHII FOR 
MISLEADING PARLIAMENT AND THE NATION DURING THE PERIOD BEFORE 
KARIUKI'S BODY WAS IDENTIFIED BY PUBLISHING A STATEMENT THAT 
J.M. WAS IN ZAMBIA. REPORT GOES ON TO NAME THREE INDIVIDUALS, 

AT LEAST ONE OF WHOM HAS A CRIMINAL RECORD, AS BEING QTE SUS- 
PECTED OF INVOLVEMENT IN THE MURDER UNQTE AND CONCLUDES BY 
CALLING FOR A FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF QTE THE MOVEMENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES UNQTE OF A NUMBER OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS. 

3. VERSION OF REPORT ISSUED TO LOCAL PRESS IS LESS DAMAGING 

TO KENYATTA GOVERNMENT THAN ORIGINAL REPORT (BEING POUCHED TO 
AF/E AND INR), WHICH HAD INCLUDED MINISTER OF STATE KOINANGE AND 
POLICE SENIOR SUPERINTENDENT ARTHUR WANYOIKE THUNGU OF PRESIDENT- 
IAL ESCORT UNIT IN LIST OF THOSE WHOSE MOVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
REQUIRE FURTHER INVESTIGATION. THEIR NAMES WERE DELETED, 
APPARENTLY AT PRESIDENT'S REQUEST, BEFORE REPORT RELEASED. 

4. COMMENT: DELETIONS REINFORCE EMBASSY'S VIEW THAT SELECT 
COMMITTEE NOT PREPARED, IN ABSENCE MORE CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE, 

TO CHALLENGE PRESIDENT'S AUTHORITY DIRECTLY BY DELVING FURTHER 
INTO MOTIVES OR PERSONALITIES BEHIND MURDER. ADMITTEDLY, WE 
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DON'T YET KNOW WHAT SURPRISES THE ANTICIPATED PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATE OF THE REPORT MAY HOLD, PARTICULARLY IF THE DELETIONS 
BECOME AN ISSUE. BUT AS MATTERS NOW STAND IT WOULD APPEAR THAT 
KENYATTA CAN PROBABLY CLOSE THE KARIUKI CASE BY RETIRING A FEW 
POLICE OFFICERS AND ARRESTING THOSE SUSPECTED OF HAVING BEEN 
THE HIRED GUNMEN, ALWAYS PRESUMING, OF COURSE, THAT NONE OF 
THESE TRY TO SAVE THEMSELVES BY IMPLICATING OTHERS HIGHER UP. 
LINDSTROM 
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